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My  Friends: 

I  am  here  to  talk  to  you  in  a  very  casual  way  of  the  impressions 
left  upon  my  mind  by  a  hasty  journey  in  Asia.  If  you  expect 
more,  you  are  certain  to  be  disappointed.  I  haven't  the  slightest 
intention  of  oflFering  any  final  opinions,  nor  any  pretense  that  I 
know  it  all.  I  am  not  at  all  the  sort  of  person  who  cm  spend 
one  or  two  days  in  a  country  and  then  t^l  you  how  it  should  be 
governed.  I  have  no  capacity  which  enables  me  to  gallop  over 
a  continent  and  write  a  book  about  it  My  largest  hope  is 
to  find  someone  in  this  company  who  may  know  less  about  this 
matter  than  I  do,  and  perhaps  I  may  furnish  him  a  thought 
or  awaken  his  interest.  And  as  I  believe  the  subject  a  vital  one, 
if  I  have  done  thus  much,  I  ekaU.  feel  that  I  have  done  good. 

It  is  a  large  order  to  talk  of  Asia.  If  Thackeray  in  opening 
his  lectures  on  "The  Four  Georges"^  found  it  impossible  to  "con- 
dense 70  years  into  70  minutes,"  what  shall  one  attempt  on 
this  occasion?  And,  although  whole  libraries  have  been  written 
concerning  Asia  and  the  Asians,  there  is  a  widespread  belief 
that,  because  of  the  differences  in  our  mentalities,  it  is  not  possi- 
ble for  us  ever  to  understand  them,  or  they  us.  Kipling  says 
that  "East  is  East,  and  West  is  West,  and  never  the  twain  shall 
meet"  The  <<oldest  inhabitant"  in  India  or  China  or  Japan  is 
sure  to  tell  you  that  the  Oriental  mind  is  unfathomable.  I  have 
not  the  temerity  to  challenge  these  opinions.  And  yet  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  th^  is  an  older  authority  holding  a  diff^nt 
view,  and  that  I  still  have  some  respect  for  Cicero's  idea  that 
there  is  a  "common  bond"  uniting  all  of  the  children  of  men. 

And  whatever  our  ignorance  of,  or  indifference  for,  the 
Orientals  in  the  past,  it  is  well  to  note  that  conditions,  both  for 
us  and  for  them,  have  entirely  changed  within  the  last  decade. 
There  is  a  new  United  States  and  a  new  Aria.  The  Spanish  war 
created  the  one;  the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  other.  When  we 
acquired  the  Philippine  Islands  we  assumed  the  government  of 


eight  millions  of  Orientals  and  touched  elbow  with  all  Asia. 
When  Japan  defeated  Bussiay  the  Oriental  l^U!iied  his  power. 
For  nntold  centnries  he  had  resi>ected  power.  His  native 
sovereign  was  an  autocrat,  who  enslaved  him,  beat  him,  killed 
him,  if  need  be«  Th^  came  the  Enropean,  with  powder  and 
guns  and  warships;  and  thereafter  the  white  man  behind  the 
gun  represented  power.  A  handful  of  British  with  cannon  could 
enloiree  obedience  from  hnndreds  of  millions  of  people.  Sud- 
denly, the  little  Empire  of  Japan,  one  of  the  least  among  the 
Asiatic  powers,  challenged,  fought  and  defeated  the  great  Euro- 
pean Colossns,  Busitia.  The  Asian  discovered  tiien  that  it  was 
not  the  white  man,  but  the  gun  that  did  the  business;  he  learned 
that  a  yellow  man  behind  the  gun  was  quite  as  effective  as  a 
white  man,  and  he  found  that  the  Christian  soldi^  alone  was 
afraid  of  death.  Then  followed  in  travail,  the  birth  of  the  new 
A^.  There  were  actual  revolutions  in  Turkey  and  Persia,  a 
startling  recnidescence  of  nnrest  in  India  and  Oeylon,  and^  at 
moment,  China  is  in  a  state  of  revolutionary  ferment. 

What  is  to  be  the  outcome?  What  does  all  this  mean  for 
t^e  fntnre  of  the  world?  Let  us  view  tiie  problem  from  the 
political,  the  commercial  and  the  moral  aspects.  How  long  will 
the  6y000  soldiers  we  have  in  the  Philippines  be  able  to  keep  our 
flag  afloat  among  8,000,000  of  natives?  How  long  will  the  75^000 
English  soldiers  in  India  be  able  to  maintain  British  sovereignty 
over  300,000,000  of  Asians?  Believe  these  are  not  idle  qu^- 
tions.  Th^  are  np  to  ns  for  an  answer,  wheth^  we  will  or  no, 
and  upon  our  ability  to  make  answer  will  depend  the  future  of 
what  we  are  pleased  to  call  our  W^tern  civilization.  I  would 
not  be  an  alarmist,  and  yet  I  would  have  you  feel  that  Macanley^s 
suggestion  of  the  New  Zealander  on  a  broken  arch  of  London 
Bridge,  i&etching  the  mins  of  Bt  Paul,  has  come  to  be  more  than 
an  extravagant  figure  of  speech.  And  I  am  convinced  that  there 
is  real  danger  awaiting  us  unless  we  mend  our  ways.  It  is  not 
the  Asian  who  needs  edncating,  it  is  tiie  European.  I  am  not 
worrying  half  so  much  about  the  heathen  in  his  blindness  as  I 
am  about  the  Christian  in  his  blindness.  Asia  is  awake  and 
preparing  for  the  coming  stmggla  And  we  are  doing  very  much 
to  force  the  issue  and  to  prepare  her  for  the  contest.  For  a  cen- 
tury we  have  been  sending  at  enormous  cost  our  missionaries  to 
all  parts  of  the  hemisphero  to  civilize.  There  may  be  doubt  as 


to  the  amount  of  proselyting  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish : 
there  can  be  no  possible  doubt  of  the  work  we  have  done  to 
strengthen  the  Asian  people  politically  and  commercially. 

A  statesman  of  Japan  said  recently  in  a  conversation  I  had 
with  him:  "Your  missionaries  undoubtedly  have  done  good  for 
tiie  morals  of  our  people,  but  thej  have  done  far  more  for  onr 
health  and  strength  as  a  nation.  Thev  come  to  us  with  doctors, 
and  nurses,  and  hospitals  and  schools.  Before  Perry's  arrival 
2,000,000  infants  w«re  bom  every  year  in  Japan,  and  for  lack  of 
proper  sanitary  measures  they  died.  Now  with  the  hospitals  and 
sanitary  and  hygienic  methods  introduced  by  the  misedonarieS)  the 
2,000,000  children  are  bom,  but  they  do  not  die."  This  is  tme  of 
every  other  Oriental  country.  Meanwhile  in  the  countries  of 
Europe  the  increase  of  population  is  slow,  and  in  some  coon- 
tries,  as  in  Frmcey  it  is  hardly  increasing  at  all.  In  America 
race  saicide  is  becoming  alarmingly  prevalent. 

In  the  recent  war  between  Bussia  and  Japan,  Dr.  Louis  Sea- 
man, of  tlus  city,  who  visited  th^  field  hospitals  and  talked  freely 
with  their  army  surgeons,  found  that  the  Japanese  had  out- 
stripped us  in  almost  every  department  of  military  sorg^.  The  \/ 
foreign  colonies  of  Tokio  and  other  Japanese  cities  employ  native 
physicians  in  preference  to  Europeans. 

Asia  is  coming  into  her  own  again.  It  was  Asia  throughsv) 
Arabia  which  gave  Enrope  the  literature,  the  arts  and  the' 
sciences,  which  we  have  developed  and  which  we  now  boast.  Gun- 
powder was  probably  invented  in  China;  it  was  certainly  intro- 
duced into  Europe  trom  Arabia.  The  finely-tempered  steel  of 
Damascus  went  over  from  Arabia  at  the  time  of  the  Moorish  inva- 
sion of  Spain,  and  its  manufacture  was  continued  at  Toleda  The 
coppersmiths  of  Bagdad  supplied  the  world's  market  with  their 
wonderful  productions  centuries  before  there  were  any  indus- 
tries in  Europe.  Weaving  of  silk  and  cotton  had  its  birth  as 
an  industry  in  Arabia,  and  the  weaving  of  wool  was  learned  by 
the  Crusaders  in  the  same  wonderful  country.  Astronomy, 
mathematics,  the  mariner's  compass,  all  came  to  us  fnun  the 
Arabs.  One  cannot  have  forgott^  that  the  Psalms,  the  Gospels, 
and  the  Koran  are  all  of  Arabian  origin.  The  inhabitants  of  Cen- 
tral Arabia  have  to-day  the  oldest  liberal  govemm^t — practic- 
ally a  republic— on  ea^.  And  if  you  go  farther  afield  to  India 
and  China  and  Japan  you  shall  find  a  civilization  older  than  his- 
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tory  and  iiiar?elloa8  in  its  charact^.  One  cannot  read  that  great 

librapf  of  Eastern  Sacred  Writings,  edited  by  Dr.  Max  Muller, 
without  b^g  tr^endouiBly  impressed* 

It  will  not  do  f<Hr  ns  to  assume  that  onrs  is  the  only  civilisa- 
tion. What  are  the  basic  virtues,  the  snm  of  which  we  call  our 
Christian  civilization  ?  I  hope  we  are  all  agreed  that  they  are  not 
primarily  beliefs  in  certain  theological  dogmas,  or  certain  f<mns  of 
church  polity,  or  in  the  shape  or  length  of  priestly  vestments,  but 
in  the  attributes  of  correct  Christian  living.  Is  frugality  a  vir- 
tne?  Tonr  Arian  far  exceeds  ns  in  fmgalil^.  Is  industry  a  m^t? 
No  people  on  earth  work  as  long,  as  persistently  and  as  consci- 
entiously as  they.  Is  integrity  esteemed?  It  is  the  unchallenged 
judgment  of  every  Enn^p^an  writer  that  tiie  word  ot  an  Aldan 
was  good  until  they  were  corrupted  by  the  inroads  of  Westerners. 
Is  politeness,  which  is  but  anoth^  name  for  the  golden  rule,  to 
be  commended?  Nowhere  will  yon  find  sach  scmpnlons  polite- 
ness as  is  daily  and  hourly  observed  east  of  Suez.  Is  observance 
of  law  desirable?  The  peaceable  and  orderly  lives  which  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  Asia  have  led  for  emitnries  attests  their 
habits  of  obedience.  There  are  cities  in  India,  Japan  and  China 
with  crowded  populations  running  from  a  hundred  thousand  into 
the  millions  where  th^  is  scarce  the  semblanQB  of  police  control 
and  where  crime  is  hardly  known.  They  are  a  calm,  thoughtful 
people^  to  whom  what  Mr.  Arthur  Benson  has  so  well  called  ^^the 
gospel  of  pnfidi/'  and  what  our  own  vigimins  Roosevelt  <^ls  a 
"strenuous  life,''  is  unknown.  But  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  this 
is  an  unmixed  evil,  for  there  are  no  "brain-storms"  there  and 
nenras&^na  is  provided  for  nowhere.  In  the  light  of  ttm  fact 
that  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  insane  hospitals  of  our  country 
doubled  in  six  years,  according  to  the  latest  available  statistics,  I 
cannot  but  ^1  l^at  we  need  less  strennosaty  rather  than  more. 
Compared  with  Western  civilization,  theirs  will  not  suffer  per- 
haps as  much  as  you  would  imagine;  and  perhaps  you  will  agree 
that  the  chief  charact^ricrtias  of  our  civilisation  are  push  and 
extravagance,  and  that  in  this  respect  they  have  the  better  of  us. 

All  this  brings  me  to  my  topic.  And  I  must  say  that,  para- 
{riirasmf  Mr.  lincoln's  words  at  Gettysburg,  in  large  measure  it  is 
not  for  us  to  educate,  but  to  be  educated.  We  shall  never  meet 
the  problems  growing  out  of  our  relation  with  the  Far  East  unless 
im  absolutely  and  once  t&r  all  put  away  race  prejudice.  I  believe 
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ike  £nn»pean  snob  in  Asia  is  distinctly  the  enemy  of  the  civilized 
West  And  his  coadjutor  in  this  country  is  a  fitting  criminal 
yoke-fellow.  Let  me  give  you  some  illustrations  of  what  I 
— case»  which  came  under  my  personal  observation.  From  Bom- 
bay to  Yokohama  there  is  not  a  social  club  at  any  port  or  treaty 
point  where  a  native,  whatever  his  cidtiire  or  Tefiaeaamtf  will 
be  admitted.  At  the  Bengal  Club  at  Calcutta  last  year  a 
member  in  perfectly  good  standing  innocently  invited  a  Eurasian 
gentleman,  that  is,  one  who  is  half  native  and  half  fiuiopean,  to 
dine  with  him.  It  beeuae  known  tiiat  the  inritation  had  been 
extended,  and  a  storm  of  opposition  broke  among  the  members. 
The  matter  was  finally  adjusted  fay  siting  aaide  the  ladies'  depart- 
ing of  thft  doh^  and  thorn  the  offen^ng  memb^  and  his  unfor- 
tnnate  guest  dined  alone.  The  next  day  the  member  was  called 
before  the  board  of  governors  and  notified  thatanotiier  like  breach 
of  the  rules  wnnld  resttlt  is  his  ^icpnloon.  The  beating  of 
native  servants  and  workmen  in  India  is  a  daily  and  hourly  occur- 
i?ence.  It  formerly  was  so  at  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai,  but  Mis. 
Spragne^  the  repeemaMm  ^  Standard  Oil  Company  at 
Shanghai,  told  me  that  since  the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  natives 
would  not  stand  it,  and  that  all  beating  of  then  by  Eniopeaas 
in  that  eily  had  ceased. 

While  in  Calcutta  I  attended  a  ball  at  Government  House 
and  noted  that  while  one  or  two  native  princesses  w«»  on  the 
floor  dancing  with  white  m^,  th^  were  twenty  or  more  native 
gentlemen  standing  about  as  "wall  flowers.'-  I  called  the  attention 
of  Lady  Minto  to  the  fact,  and  she  explained  that  no  white  woman 
wonld  think  of  .dancing  with  a  native;  it  w«ald  certainly  result 
in  ostracism.  The  son  of  a  maharaja  goes  to  England,  is  edu- 
cated at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  is  lionised  in  the  West  £nd  of 
Lcmdon— mayhap  he  is  honored  with  an  iniritation  to  Windsor. 
When  he  goes  back  home  he  may  enter  no  white  man's  club; 
if  he  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  invited  to  a  white  man's  fimc- 
tion,  no  white  woman  will  dance  or  associate  with  him;  and  if 
by  any  luck  he  should  marry  a  European,  he,  his  wife  and  his 
children  become  outcasts.  Although  native  troops,  like  the  Sikhs, 
have  shown  nndying  loyalty  to  the  Britidi  flag  and  on  frequent 
occasions  have  exhibited  courage  in  the  highest  degree,  no  one 
of  them  ever  has  or  ever  can  achieve  the  Victoria  Grosa 

I  have  n»  thought,  in  aiding  this,  erf  criticising  Brilish  rule 
in  India.   I  do  not  question  that  it  has  been  of  enormous  bene- 


fit    Ndther  do  I  doubt  that  under  the  administiratioa  of  L(»d 

Morley  there  is  the  most  sincere  desire  to  do  all  for  India  that 
the  cause  of  humanity  or  Christianity  may  dictate.  And  I  am 
also  quite  ready  to  say  that  the  problem  is  a  difficult  one;  that 
"the  white  man's  burden"  is  one  not  easy  to  bear.  I  know  that 
attempts  to  do  justice  are  often  misunderstood  by  the  natives;  are 
construed  as  evidence  of  f^.  I  know  that  the  Bengalis,  who  are 
responsible  for  most  of  the  unrest  in  India,  are  a  silly  lot  whose 
UYes  and  property  would  not  be  worth  a  groat  were  British  pro- 
tection withdrawn.  I  know  that  the  b^efleent  British  sopremacy 
has  been  made  possible  only  by  the  religious  divisions  among  the 
natiyes.  But  this  is  all  the  more  reason  why  the  greatest  care 
should  be  exercised  not  alone  in  India  but  throughout  Asia,  why 
tiie  line  of  cleavage  should  not  be  permitted  to  pass  from  a 
religious  to  a  xadal  one,  and  the  dang^  that  it  may  do  so  grows 
irith  every  hour. 

On  the  one  hand,  there  is  a  very  perceptible  loosening  of  the 
bonds  of  rellf^ous  caste;  not  infrequ^tly  to-day  high  class  Brah- 
mins, not  only  shake  hands  with  Moslems  and  Christians,  but  even 
sit  at  table  and  eat  meat  with  them.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
startling  evidence,  during  the  rec^t  war,  of  the  secret  racial  tie 
that  binds  all  Asia.  We  are  accustomed  to  think  and  speak  of 
India  as  a  British  possession,  forgetting  that  after  all  only  five- 
dghths  of  its  area  is  Briti^,  while  there  are  over  600  native 
princes  and  chiefs,  each  governing  a  state,  which  is  more  or  le«8 
independent.  Some  of  these  princes  are  enormously  wealthy.  So 
fiir  as  they  have  any  religious  bent,  they  are  Hindu,  or  Mahratta, 
and  in  this  rspect  not  at  all  at  one  with  the  Japanese,  who  are 
either  Shinto  or  Buddhist.  Yet  while  the  war  was  on,  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  a  rich.  Maharaja  to  call  at  Gk)v^nment  House  and 
ask  if  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  unfriendly  act  for  him  to  buy 
Japanese  bonds.  Of  course  the  Viceroy  was  forced  to  say  it  would 
not,  since  Britain  and  Japan  were  in  treaty  alliance.  Of  course 
these  investments  were  made  through  London  Imnks,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  transactions  will  never  be  known.  We  do  know,  how- 
ever, tiiat  there  was  a  myst^ious  absorption  of  Japanese  securi- 
ties wliieli  never  could  be  accounted  for  by  either  t3ie  Iiondon 
financiers  or  our  own. 

What  I  feel  is  that  the  danger  of  Asiatic  ethnic  solidarity  is 
immensely  accentuated  by  the  attitude  of  certain  of  the  British 
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themselves^  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  younger  son  of  a 
British  nobleman,  who  does  not  succeed  to  his  father's  estate  and 
does  not  go  into  trade,  but  who  finds  the  only  outlet  for  his  activi- 
ties in  the  Army  or  Navy,  the  Church,  or  in  the  Indian  civil 
service,  becomes  far  more  of  a  snob,  and  therefwe  far  msnee  of  a 
danger,  when  dealing  with  natives  in  Asia  than  he  would  be  per- 
mitted to  be  at  home  in  England.  And  the  harm  that  one  such 
person  can  do,  it  may  take  an  army  to  undo. 

I  have  spoken  thus  freely  respecting  the  conditions  in  India 
because  I  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so,  since  my  mother  was  born  under 
the  British  flag  and  I  have  a  very  large  nnmb^  of  relatives  in 
the  British  Army,  Navy  and  Church.  But  I  should  be  wholly 
lacking  in  fairness  if  I  did  not  ask  your  attention  to  similar  cases 
of  race  prejudice  in  which  we  are  involved  and  which  «re  equally 
dangerous, — in  other  parts  of  Asia. 

Let  me  tell  you  a  stoiy  as  it  was  told  me  by  a  Harvard  gradu- 
ate who  is  now  a  Minister  of  the  Japanese  Crown.  "Wh^  Perry 
came  here,"  said  he,  "and  Townsend  Harris  (of  blessed  memory) 
followed  mm  and  made  the  first  treaty  with  Japan,  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  we  (the  Japanese)  should  give  th«n  ground  for  their 
legation  and  their  consulates,  compounds.  We  did  so.  Yokohama 
wa»  thai  an  unimportant  place,  a  native  fishing  village.   It  was 
the  natural  port  of  Tokio,  but  as  we  had  no  forelgB  tzade^  that 
meant  nothing.  We  gave  them  ground  in  Yokohama  for  thdr  con- 
sulate. M^hants  and  traders  followed  and  we  gave  them  ground 
also  for  their  shops.   The  British  and  the  Busraans  and  oliia 
European  nations  came  in  and  we  gave  them  like  concessions.  In 
Yokohama,  as  you  know,  houses  and  stores  «re  not  numbered  as 
you  number  them  in  Americar— 110  Broadway,  for  instaBce— but 
are  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  built.  Thus,  "Num- 
ber 1  Yokohama"  may  be  half  a  mile  distant  from  "Number  2 
Yokohama."  This  method  of  numbering  still  survives.  Itisratii^ 
a  significant  fact  that  number  9  Yokohama— the  ninth  building 
a^ted  th«pe— is  a  house  of  prostitution  which  to-day  has  interna- 
tional fame  as  the  resort  for  foreigners.  Well,  as  time  went  on  the 
village  grew  into  a  city.  Under  the  treaty  of  Townsend  Ha-rris  and 
all  the  other  treaties  the  right  of  extra  territoriality  was  recog- 
nised. That  is,  whenever  a  case  arose  in  which  a  foreigner  was  in- 
volved, it  must  be  tried  by  the  consul  of  the  country  to  which  the 
toT&ga&e  b^onged.  As  time  went  on,  Sir  Harry  Park%  the  Brit- 
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l*M™«tw,  a«k«d  for  ground  in  Yokohama  for  a  race-teack.  We 
^ns^uggested  that  horse-radng  w»  «ad  to  l«  wicked^ 

Z  f^T^nT"™^*    ^*  ""d  '  e  gave  him 

for  the  foreigner.,  and  we  gave  them  .  pl<rt  «  tie  Bea-front  tte 
hn.st  p.^e  01  la^  in  the  La^r,  they  wanted  to  plaTcrlket 
^lo»tb^,  and  finally  golf.   Well,  we  gave  them  gr4^  ^ 

^tht.  Z  ^T^^  °'  Under 

"MM,  aa  <rf  this  ground  was  donated.  Last  year  w»  mmmtei 
that  we  could  u^  the  a^fieW,  ^  ^  ^  tT^ 

oMone  was  when  we  gave  it  The  lo«igne„  demurred  and 
P^O«t  we  buy  the  «M  field  and  with  the  purchase  money  C 
WOW  »c««  a  new  one.  Finally,  we  oompromiaed  by  payL 
fl.e,r  improvements  and  fumiahing  th«  a  new  fleM^l^ 
CTZ™^  l«e  Of  co^  The  question  of  taxation  aro^I  Yoko! 
had  grown  to  be  a  city  of  300,000  inhabitant^  wltt  miUiona 

no  i^on^r^  We  ask" 

no  tales  on  a»  g««md  we  had  donated  to  them,  but  we  did 
ti^k  rt  tor  that  they  should  pay  taxes  on  their  bnUmn^. 
««ld  no,  that  everywhere  in  the  We««M«*tog,  wentwith  t^ 
ground.  We  aobmittod  the  qneationrTlZcI"  b"  tl^L 

^  V^^^  ^"-5      decided  againat 

ae  grandstand  of  the  race-track,  or  to  play  upon  the  crictet- 
field,  perhaps  you  will  understand  why  tsL>  fa  some 
against  forragnos  in  Yokohama."  ™  »  some  feeling 

1  f^mmodore  Perry  went  to  Japan  in  1853  he  wrote  a 

letter  to  the  Japanese  Emp^  c««taiDlng  these  ^rts* 

whatever  nationrwK^  .IZV.""*  ^  ,""<'  «* 

coniM  of  the  AnS^Jfl,^  l''-'"''^'  ™l         has  been  the 

theii  moteetioi^^^        *"  ''^'^  '"bjecte  who  have  iaUen  uialer 

Of  the  United  States  and  to  grant  th™,  ertmordinary  domiciliary 
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rights.  From  that  day  to  this  we  have  spent  enormous  sums  to 
establish  (9cbo<>te  in  Japan  for  the  education  of  the  natives.  Yet 
we  now  are  seeking  to  deny  them  admission  to  this  countoy  and 
we  are  refusing  to  permit  them  to  att^d  our  schools. 

In  the  Philippines  a  rolBan  Ameaekmn  soldier,  recruited  from 
the  purlieus  of  New  York,  shoves  a  native  gentleman  from  the 
sidewalk  of  Manila  with  an  oath,  calling  him  a  "Nigger."  Yet 
that  "Nigger"  is  very  likely  a  coltivated  gHitlanan,  edncated  at 
the  Sorbonne,  in  Paris. 

The  infamons  opinm  war  upon  Chioay  and  the  equally  infa- 
mous ezistrat  compuhrion  of  China  to  recMve  Indian  opkun,  are 
outrages  no  whit  worse  than  our  own  extortion  of  absurdly 
exorbitant  damages  lor  losses  of  American  ships  to  Chinese 
pirates  in  the  Yellow  Sea.  For  many  years  there  was  no  more 
profitable  undertaking  for  the  owner  of  an  American  clipper 
riiip  than  to  sell  it  and  its  cargo  to  the  Chinese  Government 
after  it  had  been  looted  by  the  pirates. 

Such,  my  friends,  is  something  of  the  shameful  record  of  our 
irelations  with  the  Far  East  In  India,  in  China  and  in  Ji^tan,  we 
have  been  the  guests  who  have  enjoyed  their  hospitality,  only  to 
rise  in  the  morning  and  say  to  our  hosts,  "You  must  not  sit  at 
table  witli  ns."  Believe  me^  this  conditicm  eannot  ^dure.  Politi- 
cally we  are  in  grave  danger.  Commercially,  with  thdr  industry 
and  their  frugality,  they  are  fast  outstripping  us.  They  have 
ceased  buying  flour  trfm  iJie  Minneapolis  mills,  because  they 
are  grinding  Indian  and  Manchurian  wheat  with  Chinese  labor 
at  Woosui^.  A  line  of  ships  is  running  from  the  Yellow  River 
to  Seattle,  bringing  72,000  tons  a  year  ot  pig  iron  manufactured 
at  Hankow  and  delivered,  freight  and  duty  added,  cheaper  than 
we  can  produce  it  In  Cawnpore,  India,  with  American  machinery 
they  are  making  shoes  so  cheaply  that  the  manuf  aetur^ni  oi  Lynn 
can  no  longer  compete  with  them.  The  cottons  and  silks  which 
we  (me  time  s^t  from  here  to  Asia  are  now  made  in  Japan  and 
China. 

Thus  are  we  related  to  them  politically  and  commercially. 
Socially  they  are  all  saying  to  us:  "Stop  cheating  us,  stop 
swindling  us,  stop  your  treating  us  as  your  infmors  who  are  to 
be  beaten  and  robbed."  Japan  is  crying  out,  "Treat  us  fairly 
and  we  will  go  more  than  half-way.  Leave  to  us  the  question 
Kiliether  Japanese  labors  shall  go  to  Am^ca  to  annoy  you,  and 


we  will  stop  them.  But  do  not  say  that  you  will  admit  the 
lazaroni  of  Hungary  and  Italy  and  Russia,  simply  because  they 
are  white,  and  shut  us  ont  because  we  are  yellow. 

The  Sinhalese,  natives  of  Ceylon,  wliile  I  Avas  in  Colombo, 
addressed  a  remarkable  communication  to  the  Goveruor-G^eraL 
They  said  a  hundred  years  ago  there  was  established  in  the  United 
States  a  new  theory  of  government, — that  there  should  be  no 
taxation  without  representation.  "Now,"  said  tkej^  "we  ask  a 
share  in  the  government  of  the  island.  We  pay  taxes.  You  may 
fix  a  property  qualification  and  say  that  no  one  Iiaving  less  than 
a  thousand  pounds  sterling  shall  share  in  the  governm^t  We 
lediall  not  object.  You  may  also  fix  an  educational  qiralification. 
You  may  say  that  no  one  but  a  college  graduate  shall  take  part 
in  the  govermuent.  We  will  not  object.  In  short,  you  may  fix 
any  qualification  except  a  racial  qualification.  That  would  not 
be  fair/'  "And  what  answer  have  vou  to  make?"  I  asked  Mr. 
Crosby  Bolles,  Editor  of  The  Times  of  Ceylon.  "To  meet  their 
request,"  he  replied,  *^ould  mean  to  turn  over  the  government  of 
Ceylon  to  them  at  once,  because  there  are  6,000  of  them  and  only 
5,000  English  men,  women  and  ehildr^.  We  must  stop  educating 
th^." 

What  do  you  think  of  that  for  a  remedy?  Personally,  I  do 
not  think  it  will  work,  any  more  than  I  think  any  rule  of  arbi* 
trary  repression  can  endure.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  sympa- 
thize altogether  with  the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Roosevelt  in  his 
recent  Guildhall  speech.  I  take  refuge  in  what  seems  to  me 
the  larger  experience  and  riper  judgment  of  Lord  Curzon, 
of  Kedleston,  who  in  July,  1904,  Avas  also  giv^en  the  freedom 
of  the  City  of  London  in  Guildhall,  and  on  that  occasion  used 
these  words :  **Depend  upon  it,  you  will  never  rule  the  East  ex- 
cept  through  the  hearty  and  the  moment  imagination  has  gone  out 
of  your  Asiatic  policy  your  empire  will  dwindle  and  decay.'-  I 
am  also  impressed  with  the  correctness  of  Lord  Morley's  attitude. 
Speaking  in  support  of  the  Indian  reform  proposals  two  years 
ago,  he  sidd :  *^^The  Founder  of  Christianity  arose  in  an  Oriental 
country,  and  when  I  am  told  that  Orientals  always  mistake  kind- 
ness for  fear,  1  must  repeat  that  I  do  not  believe  it,  any  more  than 
I  believe  the  stranger  saying  of  Carlyle,  that  after  all  the  f unda^ 
mental  question  between  any  two  beings  is,  Can  I  kill  thee,  or 
canst  thou  kill  me?   I  do  not  agree  that  any  organized  societj^ 
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has  ever  subsisted  upon  either  of  those  principles,  or  that  brutality 
is  always  present  as  a  fundamental  postulate  in  the  relations 
between  rvilers  and  ruled.'' 

And  Curzon  and  Morley  have  many  supporters  in  their  view. 
In  smug  complacency,  you  may  close  your  doom  which  look  toward 
Asia,  while  you  open  wide  those  which  look  toward  Europe ;  you 
may  refuse  the  Oriental  admission  to  your  schools^  whi^e  you 
accord  the  privilege  to  any  child  of  a  Eurc^iean;  you  may  pile 
import  duties  mountain  high,  and  raise  our  standards  of  living  to 
any  pitch  of  extravagance ;  you  may  build  warships  without  limit, 
and  you  may  continue  to  treat  the  Asian  as  Intimate  pr^.  But 
I  am  confident  that  it  will  not  avail. 

As  a  soldier,  whether  at  Omdurman,  in  the  Sudan,  or  on  203- 
M^re  Hill,  at  Port  Arthur,  the  man  of  coIot  has  shown  himself  a 
right  good  fighting  man;  in  commerce  he  has,  by  his  industry, 
perseverance,  ingenuity  and  frugality,  given  us  pause;  and  before 
the  eternal  throne  his  temporal  and  his  i^iritual  welfare  are  worth 
as  much  as  yours  or  mine. 
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